




The purpose of the Act (section 3) is stated to be the 

regulation of prostitution in Queensland. Prostitution 

services available in Queensland are provided legally 

by licensed brothels and bona fide sole operators and 

illegally by:

unlicensed brothels

small numbers of sex workers operating 
in cooperation

organised escort services

street prostitution.

enhanced community sexual health

the safety of sex workers

ensuring that sex workers operate in an acceptable 
workplace regime 

the minimisation of official corruption.

Handbook 
for Approved Managers of Licensed Brothels

Guidelines 

for the Operation of Licensed Brothels in Queensland

Regulating Prostitution: An Evaluation 
of the Prostitution Act 1999 (Qld)

overall, legal brothels in Queensland provide the 
safest and healthiest environments for sex workers 
and their clients;

compliance with the health and safety requirements 
of the Act in legal brothels has been generally high; 
and

there was no evidence of any adverse effects on 
community amenity by licensed brothels.
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