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From the Executive Director

Welcome to the �rst newsletter for 2024.

After a long wait, the Criminal Code (Decriminalising Sex Work) and Other

Legislation Amendment Bill 2024 (the Bill) was introduced at Parliament on Thursday 15 February, so it is

now in the public domain. The legislative process means the Bill has been referred to a Parliamentary

Committee who will essentially review the Bill to make sure it will do what it is supposed to do, which is

reported back to Parliament so the Bill can be passed.

The Bill has been referred to the Housing, Big Build and Manufacturing Committee. The Bill, Explanatory

Notes and Statement of Compatibility are available on the Criminal Code (Decriminalising Sex Work) and

Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2024 page of the Committee’s website. The link to the Explanatory Speech

isn’t live at time of writing, but you can view the speech at the Hansard record of proceedings (Hansard, pp

252-257).

The Explanatory Speech and Explanatory Notes are probably the best places to start understanding exactly

what is intended so you can see how it might a�ect you.

If you would like to make a submission to the Inquiry, then details about how to do so are included on the

Criminal Code (Decriminalising Sex Work) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2024 page of the

Committee’s website.

The published timeline for the Committee Inquiry is:

·       26 February – public brie�ng

·       8 March (10am) – submissions close

·       22 March – public hearing

·       12 April – report to Parliament

Once the Bill is passed and becomes the Criminal Code (Decriminalising Sex Work) and Other Legislation
Amendment Act 2024, the law won’t change until it is proclaimed. This last step of the process is to allow time

for implementation of any arrangements necessary for the old licensing laws to be ceased and new laws to

start to operate. The date of proclamation will depend on how complicated the changes are to implement,

and responsibilities are assumed by the various agencies which will be involved in the sex work industry once

the Prostitution Licensing Authority is disestablished.

We will provide more information as the process evolves and these questions are answered. Please be aware

that until proclamation occurs, the current system continues to apply. Note also that the legislation provides
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for any legal proceedings commenced before proclamation to continue to be pursued, so please do not be

tempted to anticipate the changes before they occur.

Andrew Ross
Executive Director 

Next Board meeting: Monday 11 March 2024

We are listening

Your feedback helps us create a newsletter (and website) with the information you want to know. We’d love

to hear from you. Send your job, event or story idea to PLAAdmin@justice.qld.gov.au 
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